An entrepreneur’s home S — —
pays homage to his passions.
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Some men would rather fish than go to work.

Newport Beach entreprencur Anthony Hsieh figured out o
way to do both,

“Most people reserve this for two weeks out of the year,” says
Hsieh, 42.

“It's the American Dream.”

His marine company Granders Ine,, which includes Crow's

lest and Sundance Marine he largest privately held yacht

dealer on the West Coast. The company name comes from the
sport-fishing term “grander,” which refers to big game weigh-
i!lj.: more than I, 000} |.|r:|,|||r_t:-\. Crow's Nest Yachis SPONSors
Team Bad Company, npetitive sport-fishing team, which
won move than 26 million in tournament prize money

“Basically, that pays for the gas,” Hsieh says. With the

pense of 10 full-time erew members and costs associated with
the Meet, he the team is not a money-making venture, but
rather an expensive hobby,

Hsieh developed an allinity for sport fishing at age 14, when
he spent the summer working for 37 a day at the Port of Long
Beach. But it was his adult ventures in online mortgage lending
that has funded his passion, The most recent was just three
vears ago, when he sold the I[rvine-based HomeloanCenter
Jom to Lending T He remained as chief executive officer
until the sea beckoned,

Today, he spends about as much time on the ocean as he does
in the Pelican Crest home he shares with his wife Jennifer and
their four children.

The Palladian-style home, remodeled two years ago, is a test-
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Clockwise from facing page: Antho-
ny Hsieh, 42, made his forfune in
the home mortgage business,
which allowed him to pursue his
passions of sport fishing and car
collecting. Bronze sculptures by
artist Geoffery Smith rest on the
corner of the desk made of walnut
in Hsieh's home office. Sound-proof
doors separate the office from the
rest of the family home. Amang the
desk sculplures is a bronze of a
bilue marfin,

Resources

Custom carpentry - Francois Langin, Langin Designs,
Santa Ana, 714-7196-9215

General contractor - Tim Cooper, Cooper Custom Build-
er, Laguna Beach, 949-497-4357

Interior designer - Robert Rubel, Exofica International,
Laguna Beach, 949-494-2131
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Above: Designer Robert Rubel of
Laguna Beach created a warm,
contemporary-style lounge envi-
ronment for the Hsiehs' family-
friendly home theater. The artis-
tic craftsmanship of Francois
Langin uses exotic wood veneers.
Facing page: Hsieh and his wife,
Jennifer, and their three young
daughters relax on the Bad Com-
pany in Kona, Hawaii.
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ament to Hsieh's passions and hobbies.

“l wanted the home to have a rich, nautical
feel,” Hsieh says.

Designer Robert Rubel, contractor Tim Cooper
and wood artisan Francois Langin jelled with the
same precision as Hsieh’s sport-fishing team to
bring the 9,600-square-foot home to a high level of
sophistication.

Fine wood craftsmanship similar to the intri-
cate detailing found on million-dollar yachts is
showcased throughout the home. Langin used ex-
otic woods including quartersawn wenge and
white oak and Macassar ebony veneers from one
tree laid in a book-matched sequence. Exotic ve-
neers allow for an eco-friendly approach.

“My goal was to bring nature’s beauty and emo-
tion into the home,” Langin says.

A light finish allows the natural wood grain to
show, instead of being covered by heavy glazes.

“l have great reverence for the materials,” he
says. “In some cases, it took 200 years to grow.”

And behind his work, Langin left the Hsiehs
with the power of intention by signing his name
along with his good wishes for love, gratitude,
peace and understanding.

When asked which room in the house Hsieh fa-
vors personally, the homeowner says, “Selfishly,
my office. It’s where my mind works.”

The neoclassical-style office functions as his
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getaway. Soundproof doors separate this space
from the rest of the home. Equipped with video
conferencing, Hsieh chooses to work at home
many mornings. The gas fireplace and mahogany-
stained paneling create a soothing environment.

Memorabilia in this personal space pays hom-
age to sport fishing. A bronze sculpture of a blue
marlin by Florida-based artist Geoffrey Smith
rests on the executive-style walnut desk. A lure
and hook, used to catch a 900-pound blue marlin
in Kona, hangs from its mouth. The marlin was re-
leased. A painting by Hawaiian artist Kevin Naka-
maru hangs above the fireplace and depicts the
winning cateh at a tournament in Cabo San Lu-
cas. Bad Company set a record with a 645-pound
and 397-pound double hookup for 1,042 points.
The catch still holds the record for blue marlin in
Cabo.

An ordinary garage would not befit Hsieh's col-
lection of sports cars, so Rubel designed an auto
salon with styling that took the garage to another
level. Durable, petroleum-based carpeting from
New Zealand adds a layer of elegance to the salon.
An auto turntable enables the cars to be posi-
tioned easily in the subterranean space.

The cars are the easiest of his hobbies to main-
tain, Hsieh says.

“They ean just sit there and look pretty; They
don’t require a team of 10.”
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